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Memorandum of Understanding
S

= Supports development of a
voluntary program

= Directs agencies to
coordinate and prioritize
funding

= Provides recognition and
certainty to certified
producers

= Established an Advisory

: MOU signed by Governor Mark Dayton, USDA Secretary Tom
CO mm Ittee Vilsack, and former EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson in 2012.




Advisory Committee
—_—

The committee submitted a series
of recommendations presented in
seven position papers:

= Pilot projects

= Program operations

= Program measurement tool
= Certainty

= Program data management

Members of the MN Ag Water Quality Certification
m Prog ram ince n“ves Program Advisory Committee.

= Program promotion



Legislation
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= Statute adopts Advisory Committee’s
recommendations

_—

=

= Pilot program up to 3 years

)i

= Evaluate progress

= Provides regulatory certainty C

= $3 million appropriated from Clean

Water Fund (biennium) to pilot the LAN D &
prograr LEGACY

AMENDMENT




Executive Action

STATE OF MINNESOTA
= Builds on interagency Xt TR DRSS TR

partnership

GOVERNOR

= Commissioner of Agriculture
shall sign certification s T

1, Mark Dayton, Governor of the State of Minnesota, by virtue of the power vested in me by the

C O ntracts O n b e h alf Of Ot h e r Constitution and applicable statutes do hereby issue this Executive Order:

Whereas, Minnesota farmers provide food, feed, fuel, and fiber for the Nation and the World, and

agencies with water authority oot

Whereas, Minnesotans value the health of our rivers, lakes, streams, wetlands, and groundwater;

Whereas, we must continue to protect the environment while supporting economic development in
the State of Minnesota;

Whereas, we seek to recognize the environmental stewardship of farmers and ranchers who

- Agencies Shall honor implement and maintain desired soil and water practices; —

Whereas, on January 17,2012, | signed a historic M ding with Thomas J
Vilsack, Sccretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Lisa Jackson, Administrator, U.S,

. .
CO ntraCtS Wh e n I I I l I e l I I e ntl n Envir al Py ion Agency, pledging to work together to support the development of
Minnesota’s Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program;
-
n eW Wate r I t I Whereas, in 2013, the Minnesota Legislature passed Minnesota Statutes, sections 17.9891- 17.993,
q u a I v a.WS O r authorizing Minnesota Department of Agriculture, in consultation with Minnesota Department of

Natural Resources, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and Minnesota Board of Water and Soil

r l I I e S R , 10 impl aMi Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program;

Whereas, this voluntary program will first be piloted in selected watersheds across the state, until the
Commissioner of Minnesota Department of Agriculture, in consultation with the Minnesota
Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program Advisory Committee, the Commissioner of the

1




Certification Contract

S S

Contract between the State of
Minnesota and certified
producer

= Defines certainty and grants it
to producer

= Qutlines duties a producer must
perform to retain certification

= Field assessment records
attached as appendix to
contract

\

Certification Number

j
WATE R
QUALITY

CERTIFIED FARM

STATE OF MINNESOTA
AGRICULTURAL WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION AGREEMENT

Tlus agreement 1s between (“Producer™) and the Minnesota Department of
Agriculure (“MDA™). which is authorized to sign on behalf of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and the Board of Water and Soil Resources pursuant to
Mimnesota Governor's Executive Order 14-09.

This contract is governed by Minnesota Statutes Sections 17.9891-17.993 which outline procedures for
implementing the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program. All parties agree that the
Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program is in the public interest as it enhances the
water quality of Minnesota’s nivers, lakes. streams. wetlands and groundwater, as well as promotes and
accelerates envirommnental stewardship by Mmnesota’s farmers.

A. TERMS OF AGREEMENT:

Agreement start date is and expires on




What is "Certainty?”
—

= Not an exemption from existing
rules and regulations

= Relevant to the land within an
aqgricultural operation

= Conditional upon:

= |mplementation of
recommended practices

= Maintenance of practices
during certification

Certainty = Insurance policy against moving regulatory goal post



Minnesota Agricultural oeson

Pilot Projects | wateruaiiy

Certification Program
~ Pilot Areas

——




Certification Process

Technical &
Financial
Assistance

| MmINNESOTA 8
WATER
QUALITY

CERTIFIED FARM

Certification

Verification Contract

Application




Stepl. Application

= Establishes eligibility for program
resources A e ]

201-6489
Minnesota Agricultural Water Qual n Program Application

= Ensures compliance with existing o

Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP). Formal application for certification may provide priority attention and
considaration for stats and federal agancy dacisions involving technical and financial assistance to obtain cartification. Complation

. .
of this application by the Appiicant constitutes eligibility for any priority support of Water
Wa e r q u a I y re g u a_ I O n S Quaity Grtfication Program.

Pesticide and Fertilizer Management, Ph: 651

Tha data collected during your participation in the Minnesota Agricutural Watar Quality Certification Program will only ba used in
support of the program. You are not required to provide MDA with this data; however, failure to do so will result in your removal from
the Agricuitural Water Quality Cerification Program. Only people with a need to access your data in support of the Agricultural Water
Quaity Cerification Program will have the authority to access your data unless you provide MDA with informed consent to release
the data, a court orders the release of the data, or upon request of a legislative auditor to review the data.

|AmmntFuu Name (Print)

‘Phona
Yes N/A [
Are you in compliance with Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7020 — Animal Feedlots and, if applicable, do with all existing applicable state watar protection
1 | you have a valid National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)/State Disposal System (SDS) permit i e it e follawing =i
for your feedlot operation? m
9 Are you in compliance with the Minnesota Wetlands Conservation Act (Minnesota Statutes Section 103G.221- gl i
103G'2375)? linnesota Statutes Section 103G.221-
3 Are you in compliance with Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems (septic system) requirements (Minnesota fic system) requirements (Minnesola
statute 115.55 and 115.56)7 | TepeTre—
N N N . . . ) handling and disposal?
4 Are you in compliance with the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act and Minnesota statues (18B, E
18C, 18D, 103H) regarding pesticide and fertilizer distribution, use, storage, handling and disposal? e o 255t 900 it ommation on
5 | Are you in compliance with the local shore land management ordinance? sligible for MAWQCP certfication.
larms of your MANQCP certification )

sting applicable state watar protection rules and
reguiations. | understand that | have priority status for technical and financial assistance to reach certification.

Applicant Name (Print} Date

Applicant Signature

In accordance with the Americans with Disabiities Act, this information is available in allemative forms of communication upon AG-02247
request by calling 651-20H-6000. TTY users can call the Minnesota Relay Service at 711 or 1-800-627-3529. The MDA is an equal 1114
‘opportunity smployer and provider




Step 2. Assessment Tool

= Based on NRCS AgQ —

Water Qual Itv IndeX ﬂ Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program

Risk Index Score

= Each parcel is
assessed for each sope [

Hydrologic
C rO Q Soil Group

S S

K-Factor [
Organic
= Asystems approach | vae |

rather than one 2
SpeCIfI C fOCUS Field Physical Overall Risk Index Score

JIH0L

‘Warning: Save before you leave. This website does not save any information entered. When you close the browser window all info not saved
to your computer will be lost.

Field Physical Nutrient Tillage & Pest Irrigation/ Tile Conservation

' Site Information

Factors Management Management Drainage Practices



Step 2. Assessment Tool

Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Pr...

(0 £ £ £ (0 £ o

= Physical field
characteristics

. Nitrogen Application Rate
= Nutrient management o e o © Q) @ @

Phosphorus Application

= Tillage management i ecenmentsin & Q) @ @
= Pest management Toing recommenied 9 Q) © @
= Irrigation and tile Gommercil Ferize A % o

Source

drainage management S
g - g - g‘c;r:?nf;:tal Fertilizer Recommended O o e 100
= Conservation practices

Manure Application Timing i
& Placement e AYr=r 0 ° e @ 0

Nutrient Management

Overall Risk Index Score ) . ) 10'_00 i
Warning: Save before you leave. This website does not save any information entered. When you close the browser window all info not saved to

your computer will be lost.

Field Physical Factors Tillage & Pest Managem...| Irrigation/Tile Drainage




Step 3. Field Verification
—_—

= \Whole farm conservation
planning

= Site-specific treatments

= Boots-on-the-ground
conservation delivery




Certification & Recognition




Regional Conservation Partnership

Program

=$9 million partnership to
deliver conservation

=Expands program
Implementation statewide

*EQIP, ACEP, CSP for producers
seeking certification

=National demonstration project

Program partners at the RCPP announcement.



Parthers
USDA O,NRCS
oy e oo S8 ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service

ﬁ}(’! m Minnesota

| \]

5‘- m Minnesota Pollution
CLEAN Control Agency
WATER

LAND & DEPARTMENT OF

LEGACY (AU REORCE |

BUFFALO-RED RIVER

< coum‘sou b
_GBERBA _ , S 5
WATERSHED DISTRICT ‘ - §W‘@D
SSGMBLP ¢ T
\/ Earth River Basin Alliance ””SEnvmou DT

Environmental

INITIATIVE

Powerful Partnerships, Effective Solutions




Market-based Incentives

\
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= The certification program is well suited for use in market-
based sustainability initiatives

= Scientific-based certification process with third-party
verification coming from public entity

= Could easlily translate into measurement for
= Payments for Ecosystem Services
= Environmental offsets
= Water quality trading

= Branding (some certified farmers already using
branding for their businesses)




Questions?

MINNESOTA

WATE R
QUALITY

CERTIFIED FARM

www.mda.state.mn.us/awqcp

Matthew Wohlman
Matthew.Wohlman@state.mn.us




